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Curriculum Intent at Browney Academy
At Browney Academy we are committed to providing an engaging, challenging and inclusive
curriculum that fully prepares learners for the next steps in their learning journey as well as the
challenges of the wider world.
Our vision is to ensure that every child achieves excellence every day through high expectations,
creativity, ambitious topics and excellent teaching, utilising the resources and skills both within
school and beyond.
The community and local area are placed at the heart of our curriculum. The curriculum is
designed purposefully for the children of Browney Academy so children recognise and
celebrate their unique heritage.
Principles and purpose
Our curriculum is designed to build on children’s prior learning so that the development of
knowledge, skills and vocabulary are taught in a logical, systematic sequence where creative
topics make links between subjects and content. The Imaginative Learning Projects (ILP’s) form
the basis of our curriculum and provide children with a range and breadth of rich subject
content and memorable learning experiences which carefully promote SMSC and British Values.
When designing our curriculum, we have ensured our curriculum intent is a well-planned
programme which recognises the knowledge and skills pupils need in order to become effective
lifelong learners. We aspire to unlock the talents and potential of all of our pupils and to guide
them so they understand how to make a positive contribution to both our school family and to
the community.
Our curriculum is driven by big ideas, key questions and the understanding that all our learning
is linked through experience, perception and connections which unite us with the wider world.

Our Aims and Approach
Our curriculum aims
At Browney Academy we aim to:
•

Provide a highly inclusive environment where pupils enjoy learning

•

Develop pupils’ confidence to speak and to present publicly

•

Develop resilience to overcome problems pupils may face

•

Expose children to a wide range of cultural experiences

•

Offer a curriculum which allows children to challenge their thinking

•

Develop a love of learning

•

Create meaningful links between subjects

•

Develop children’s ability to work both independently and as part of a team

•

Invite children to enquire about their learning by encouraging them to ask and answer
questions to develop their understanding

•

Encourage pupils to make positive contributions to both our school family and to the
local community

Our approach
In designing our learning offer we have personalised our curriculum in order to support any
barriers to learning children may face. We strive to:
•

Ensure our curriculum is stimulating, engaging and progressive in its content

•

Offer support to all learners to achieve their very best

•

Make strong links to local culture and make connections to the wider world

•

Provide an environment which nurtures all talents

•

Give opportunities for children to think creatively and to solve problems

•

Help children to develop intellectually, emotionally, socially and morally

•

Create a learning environment which celebrates success

•

Immerse children in a range of texts and genres

•

Provide opportunities for children to learn in different environments

•

Share our curriculum with the families of our pupils and invite parents into school to see
their child’s learning in action

•

Assist all children in becoming resilient, independent, responsible and considerate
members of the community

Curriculum Priorities
We have prioritised four areas which encompass our curriculum design with the intent that
children are confident in working with others, have high aspirations of themselves, live healthy
lifestyles (both physically and mentally), be moral, hardworking, respectful citizens who make
a positive difference to their families, friends and their community.
Aspirations: In all areas of school life we have high expectations and aspirations for the
children. Through theme weeks, topics, PSHE and assemblies we also plan in opportunities for
children to see first-hand the range of careers available to them. Some entrepreneurial projects
are undertaken throughout the year e.g. Nissan Bring It On. As a result of these experiences
children are developing the knowledge, skills and values to be successful in life.
The curriculum has been organised so pupils enjoy being historians, scientists, linguists as well
as just learners. This has helped to raise the ambition level of the pupils and to improve their
knowledge. All pupils, irrespective of background, or those with SEND, are provided with
effective guidance to achieve their potential. Our wide range of after-school clubs aim to
further develop pupil talents, exposing pupils to a wealth of exciting activities such as German
language, debate and reading.
Health and well-being: At Browney Academy, we recognise and value the importance of good
physical and mental health and we are always looking for ways to enhance this provision.
Through PE and school sport we ensure that all children have access to a wide range of sports,
festival and sporting events. We have an SLA with Durham City’s Sports Partnership in which
children have opportunities to access intra sports and events such as swimming galas,
gymnastics festival and mini Olympics. As a school, we see great value in growth mindset and
work consistently with the children to develop their resilience in all areas of their lives. Our
pastoral team skilfully provides a range of services to meet the needs of all learners.
Oracy: We believe spoken language to be fundamental to the achievement of our pupils. In all
areas of the curriculum we aim to widen both children’s vocabulary and oracy skills by providing
our children with a range of opportunities to develop confidence in using spoken language.
Our aim is to enable the children to improve their levels of oracy so that all pupils can
communicate effectively and confidently in front of any type of audience. The children are
encouraged to explore ideas through talk; challenge each other’s opinions and develop their
own reasoned arguments. Children are reminded to talk in full sentences with a clear and
confident voice.
Community: Important values such as being proud to live in a community form a very important
part of our school curriculum. Assemblies, PSHE, history and geography all support this aspect
of the pupils’ cultural literacy. Topics make careful links to the local area and the community
where children live. We have strong community links and support community projects such as
planting in the local area.
Entitlement and Enrichment
Our rich and engaging curriculum provides experiences in a range of contexts. This includes
those activities and learning experiences that take place outside of the classroom. We have
strong partnerships with external providers and welcome parents and carers to take part in
children’s learning experiences. We hold specialist curriculum days or weeks and utilise
experiences, resources and facilities within trust schools. Appendix B [Whole School Pupil
Offer].

Memorable Experiences at Browney Academy
Each project often begins with a memorable experience that stimulates children’s curiosity and
prepares them for a new topic. A memorable experience can involve an educational visit out of
school or a visitor coming into school to share their expertise with the children. Links have been
made locally and with partnership schools.
Reception

Visit to Broom House Farm
Year 3

Dotty Day community cake sale

Year 1

Visit to Hindu Temple
Year 4

US state scavenger hunt

Year 2

Making ice cream
Year 5

Drama with Henry VIII

Year 6

Commemorating Remembrance

Residential Trip to Kingsway

End of year production

Whole School Experiences
We offer children a range of whole school experience as part of our curriculum offer. These
are carefully planned annually and make links to whole school theme weeks, national events
and school focuses.

Amber our therapy dog

NSPCC Stay Safe assembly

Debate Parliament Week

Children in Need

Police dogs Jet and Ben visit

European Language Day

Specialist Activities

Visual impairment sports workshop

Choir perform at The Sage

Eco Council support the
community

Browney Academy’s Curriculum Offer

Our curriculum is built on The Four Cornerstones of Learning – Engage, Develop, Innovate
and Express.
The Four Cornerstones of Learning link explicitly to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural (SMSC) development.
Engage
We endeavour to hook learners into their learning with a ‘memorable experience’. Each
memorable experience sets the scene and provides the context for future learning. Recall
is explicitly linked to previous learning at this point. Teachers ask questions to find out
children’s understanding and their interests are used as a starting point.
Develop
In the develop stage, children explore themes, concepts and subjects in greater depth.
Teachers give children the opportunity to gain new skills and knowledge from a range of
challenging activities. Children delve more deeply into a theme, acquiring new knowledge
and make links between subjects across the curriculum.
Innovate
In the innovate stage, children are offered a range of rich and stimulating scenarios. These
scenarios act as provocations, encouraging children to think creatively. Children apply
knowledge and understanding to real-life and imaginary contexts.
Express
Finally, in the express stage children reflect on their learning. Children are given
opportunity to explain their learning in different ways and identify next steps. Children
perform, present and ‘become the experts’. They have opportunities to evaluate finished
products, processes and progress. In this stage parents and carers often engage with their
child’s learning which enables a shared understanding of progress and achievement.

Our Curriculum Design
Our curriculum design provides each year group the opportunity to cover a broad range of
themes and subjects. Projects last either a half or full term depending on content. In some
cases, projects may be taught for a shorter period, for example during a science or art week.
Our curriculum maps show the coverage and structure for each year group.

Subject coverage
We ensure the National Curriculum is followed in all year groups and subject areas.
English
English is a core subject and is at the centre of our curriculum. Each English unit covers a range
of reading and writing themes and, where appropriate, links to other areas of the curriculum.
Children are exposed to a wide range of genres in each year group and skills are taught
progressively to ensure children are constantly revising and developing their English skills.
Reading, spoken language and writing are incorporated into all subjects and topics taught.
Mathematics
Mathematics is also a core subject. As a school we use a concrete, pictorial and abstract
approach to maths through the Maths No Problem scheme. Children are exposed to a range
of resources to support their developing knowledge of mathematics. Children have regular
opportunities to use and apply their maths skills through reasoning and problem-solving
activities. Although usually taught discretely, teachers provide opportunities to extend their
maths skills through the ILPs and project work.
Science
Science units are usually taught discretely. Scientific enquiry is supplemented with the
Cornerstones Love to Investigate scheme. Practical work in science is fundamental to our
science curriculum offer and scientific enquiry is at the heart of all our science units.

Foundation subjects
The foundation subjects – history, geography, design and technology, art and design, are
integrated into each ILP. Teachers and subject leads have carefully chosen projects to ensure
essential knowledge and skills are taught progressively. Parents are invited to take part in their
children’s learning- they are provided with an overview of topics prior to the unit, are given
home projects that they can access with their children and are invited into school to see
children’s learning in progress.
MFL
French is our chosen curriculum language at Browney Academy. The formal teaching of French
begins in Key Stage 2; however, we expose children to the language of French much earlier on.
In Reception and KS1 children often learn words or phrases such as counting numbers or
answering the register in French. The teaching of French is taught using The Primary Language
Network which supports non specialists with the pronunciation of the language. We are
passionate about extending children’s understanding of the wider world and offer
opportunities for children to extend their knowledge through European Languages Day and
International Day. We also offer German club to children in Key Stage 2.
Religious Education
RE follows the Cornerstones Love to Celebrate scheme. Children are taught six faiths over the
course of a year which are sometimes enhanced with trips and visits. Fr Carl complements our
teaching of Christianity with faith assemblies over the year. We also visit church regularly for
celebrations such as harvest festival and Christingle. Our carol concert is always a momentous
occasion bringing families and parishioners together for a special Christmas service.
PE and school sport
Physical Education is an essential contributor to the development of the whole child. We are
passionate about PE and school sport and ensure we provide children with a variety of sporting
experiences. PE is taught by teachers and specialist sports coaches. We enhance our PE offer
through an SLA with Durham City’s Schools Sports Partnership. This provide further
opportunities for intra and inter sports events and festivals such as the annual swimming gala,
cross country events and Mini Olympics.
Music
Music can inspire and motivate children and we believe it is a vehicle for personal expression
and can play an important part in the personal development of children. Using the Charanga
programme we provide opportunities for all children to listen to, create, play, perform and to
enjoy music. Through this, children will develop a range of skills, appreciate a wide variety of
musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music. Extracurricular
music is offered to the pupils through Durham Music Services. Children have opportunities to
learn guitar and clarinet. Pupils can join our school choir from Y1 and have the opportunity to
perform at public events such as The Sage in Newcastle or The Gala theatre in Durham.

PSHE and Citizenship
PSHE and citizenship are fundamental aspects of our curriculum and are taught both discretely
and within the projects. The main body of this programme is led by the scheme: You, Me and
PSHE. We are extremely passionate about the teaching of PSHE; it is at the forefront of both
the curriculum and our vision at Browney Academy. To ensure we support the needs of all
children, we provide a range of support session such as Lego Therapy, Relax Kids and
Therapeutic Writing.

Computing
The core skills of ICT are taught as a discrete programme across school through the Knowsley
City Learning scheme. However, other elements of the computing curriculum are integrated
into the curriculum as part of project work. These include e-safety, digital publication and
presentation, research, data handling and the use of digital media. We work closely with local
PCSOs to ensure we are up to date to the most current dangers children may face online. This
information is always shared with parents and carers via newsletters and presentations.

Timetables
Timetables ensure we have broad and balanced curriculum and time is allocated to each subject
area or curriculum theme. When theme days or weeks are planned timetables may be altered
to suit the nature of the theme. These are carefully planned in advance by subject leads.
Assessment of the curriculum
Children are assessed summatively three times a year in maths and English. Assessment of
other subjects takes place at the end of an ILP or unit of work.

Appendix A: Whole School Curriculum Map

Autumn 1
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Autumn 2

Spring

Summer 1

Summer 2

Appendix B: Whole School Offer
Educational Visits
(off-site)

Educational
Visitors
(on-site)
Jet and Ben
Firemen
School Nurse –
Hygiene

Reception

Seven Stories
Blue Reef Aquarium

Year 1

Experience
Spring 1 (Bright
Lights Big City)
Visit Newcastle –
Link to the Great
Fire of Newcastle

Experience
Autumn 1
Visit
from
service/police

Year 2

Visit
Hartlepool
Maritime Museum
– Land ahoy!
New
College
Durham Athletics –
PE link

Year 3

Visit Durham
Museum - Its all
Greek to Me
Workshop
Visit Lordenshaws
pre-histori sight
(Tribal Tales

Outdoor Learning
Sessions

Arts and Culture

Community and
partnership learning

Specialist
Curriculum
Projects
Oriental museum

Career and
Aspirational
Projects
Jet and Ben
Firemen

Broom House farm.

Living Eggs

St Johns church
SSP Festivals

Superhero Hunt –
Local
community
walk

Bring in grandparent,
parents and younger
siblings
Sharing photographs
and items from early
childhood

Trip to Hindu Temple

Building a taxiAxles (DT focus)
Leren Wheels &
Axles
Pack
(Amazon)

Building a taxiAxles (DT focus)
Leren Wheels &
Axles
Pack
(Amazon)

Durham
music
service
Visit from Fire
Brigade and police –
PSHE

Local
community
walk for Topic

Tie Dye workshop Art

Walk around Browney
for Street Detectives

Apple Store
Computing link

–

Careers week

Durham University
geologist visit class
(Rocks, Relics and
Rumbles and
Ammonite)

Visit Local Browney
River (Flow)
Planting and growing
food (Science,
Scrumiddlyumptious)

Ukulele lessons
(music)
Work with kitchen
staff for cooking
workshops
(Scrumiddlyumptious)
Food tasting in class
(French themed)

Visit Local Browney
River (Flow)
Visit local
supermarket to
explore Fairtrade
products
(Scrumiddlyumptious)

Building and
making an erupting
volcano. (Rocks,
Relics and
Rumbles)

Careers week

fire

Greek Feast (Gods
and Mortals)

Film a news report
to look at effects of
pollution in our
local area. (Flow)

Year 4

Segedunum (I am
Warrior)
Durham Cathedral
(Traiders and
Raiders)
River Wear (Misty
Mountain, Winding
River)

Welcome visitors
who have had their
own road trip or
lived in America
(Road Trip USA)
Northumbrian
Water (Misty
Mountain, Winding
River)

Visit River Wear
(Misty Mountain,
Winding River)
Segedunum (Roman
fort outdoors)
Outdoor sketching/
painting landscapes
local area (Vista)

Cooking workshops
(American themed)
Artist study – John
Constable Children
painting landscapes
in local area (Vista)

Durham Cathedral
link to famous local
saints - Bede and
Cuthbert
(I am Warrior)
River Wear study
(Misty Mountain,
Winding River)

Life Centre – The
digestive system
and teeth (Science)

Careers week
My Money Week

Year 5

Visit Raby Castle to
compare a local
landmark to
Hampton Court
Palace.

Taste test different
foods and follow a
recipe to cook a
meal
Build a model roller
coaster to apply
knowledge of
physics.

Plant seeds to
replicate an
allotment in secret
garden.

Look at model of
Tutankhamun
Ancient Egyptian
jewellery
(Durham Learning
resources box).

Visit Mines at
Beamish to gain firsthand experience of
life as a miner in the
1900s.
(Summer 1, History,
Firedamp and Davy
Lamps, local study)

Durham Oriental
Museum Exhibition
(Summer 2 History
Pharaohs)
View artefacts and
speak to experts.

Careers week

Durham universitypolar scientists.

Visit Victoria Tunnel
(A Child’s War)

Beamish visit
supplement
understanding
Victorian
(Revolution)

Apple store- coding
G&T

Careers week

Year 6

Visit
Beamish,
Victoria Tunnel,

School nursepuberty

Tudor Outfit
(Durham
learning
resources box)

to
of
era

